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Lewiston Artisan Farmers Market
Fall Festival is Oct / at Acudemy Park

Continued from Page 1

Q: Running the market in and of
itself is a lot of work. Now adding a
winter component to it, certainly, is
another layer. But on top of that, you
thought, “Hey, you know what else
would be great? Let’s have a special
festival, too.”

Jolbert: (Laughs) Yeah. My
whole life now revolves around my
community and my children, and
I think that it was just an exciting
idea to kind of do something fami-
ly-focused and fun for kids; and do
something that hasn’t really been
done.

We have the Harvest Festival,
which is amazing, and it's more
about the crafts and the retail, and,
obviously, now it’s the Harvest &
Hops, so the beer aspect of it. This
is more of a family-friendly event
that I'm trying to create.

It's been received really well by
the community. We have over 5,000
people interested on Facebook,
which, obviously, those people
won’t all show up, but it seems to
be very well received.

Q: It seems like it’s also been very
well received by the merchants. I see
you have quite a number of people
coming and providing products or
services this weekend.

Jolbert: Yeah, we have about 30.
So, all 16 of our full-time vendors
from the season — plus about 15 of
our part-time vendors — and then
30 vendors who are just coming in
from the local surrounding areas
for this event, which is really excit-
ing.

Q: You're going to have more
food offerings and other things that
people wouldn’t necessarily see on a
regular weekend.

Jolbert: We have a couple more
food options. Venus Food Truck is
coming, which is Mediterranean.
We have Beans,” which is a barbe-
cue catering service that’s coming
to bring more food.

We'’re going to have pony rides;
we have face painting; we have
Hair Shimmers; we even have tarot
card readings. So, we have a little
bit of something for everyone, in
kind of a fall-themed aspect. A lot of
fall-themed artisans, or the artisans
that we do have are going to bring
a lot of their fallthemed items, as
well.

Q: And it's going to be regular
market hours?

Jolbert: Yeah; 9 to 1. So, it’s four
hours of compacted fun!

Q: And, certainly, because you
have more people, I'm expecting
you're going to be expanding the foot-
print further into the park.

Jolbert: We'll be utilizing most
of the park. We did get permission
to do that.

I have pumpkin painting. I have
pumpkin bowling. All the kids ac-
tivities are going to be towards the
end of the market.

We'’re going to create like a “T.”
So, you'll walk through that gravel
path, which we’ll have about 26 ven-
dors going down that path — 13 on
either side — and then all the kids
activities are going to be at the end
of that, in the middle of the park.

Q: In addition to all the benefits
you mentioned, all the fun things
people can look forward to, will this
festival also serve as a testing ground
Jor new vendors for next year, or even
new patrons who haven’t been to the
market before?

Jolbert: Yeah, absolutely.

Our market is inclusive to all of
Western New York’s regions. We
do have a lot of people coming
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from Erie County and Buffalo, ven-
dor-wise, and some of them have
already actually expressed interest
in coming to the market next year,
which is really exciting.

We, obviously, want to keep the
integrity of the market and make
sure that everyone is local, and
also a producer only - so, you have
to grow or make anything that
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you do sell at the market. But all
of these vendors fit those require-
ments, which is really exciting.

The Lewiston Artisan Farmers
Market Fall Festival is Oct. 7 at
Academy Park. More information
is available online at hitps://www.
facebook.com/lewistonartisanmar-
ket.
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Aimee Loughran
honored by
United Way

Women United of United Way of
Greater Niagara recognized four
worthy women in Niagara County
who own their own business at an
event held Wednesday at the Niag-
ara Falls Country Club. Among the
honorees was Aimee Loughran, own-
er/chef at Just Desserts in Lewiston.
She is pictured with the accolade,
and alongside daughters Isabella,
12, left; and Emma, 8.

Just Desserts by Aimee is located
in the “Little Yellow House,” at 476
Center St., Lewiston.

Learn more about the business in
our recent feature article, now online
at www.wnypapers.com. (Submitted
S5 photos)

Vote f favori
oteror your ravorite
Niagara Frontier Publications is expanding its fall food contest this year. |
Now through the end of the football season, we want your input in naming I
the area’s best chicken wings, pizza, and place to watch a game. It could
be a bar, a restaurant or a social club — the only requirement is that the I
nominee(s) be Western New York-based. Find complete rules online at |
www.wnypapers.com/2023-chicken-wing-contest.
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Best Place for Chicken Wings:

Best Place for Pizza:

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

Best Place to Watch the Game: I
Why: 1
|

|

|

|

|

|

ol

DROP OFF OR MAIL TO:
Niagara Frontier Publications
1859 Whitehaven Rd., Grand Island, NY, 14072
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